The start of United World College in Mostar

The United World College (UWC) in Mostar will start its first school year on 25 September 2006 within Gymnasium Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina. The college aims to demonstrate a convincing classroom model for wider educational reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

The UWC in Mostar will be attended by 70 secondary school students from 24 cities across Bosnia and Herzegovina, of all nationalities, and 25 students from other countries, primarily from the region. This will present the first time since the war that all the national groups of Bosnia and Herzegovina study in the same classroom, following the same (non-national) curriculum. At the end of their two-year schooling the students will receive the International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma. 

The college was established as an initiative of the United World Colleges and International Baccaulaureate Organization (IBO) in BiH (www.uwc-ibo.org), and offers a curriculum, which is valid and acceptable for all national groups in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In line with established practice of the UWC and the IBO, national traditions and cultures receive full respect through specific instruction in mother tongue and literature. 

Every student arrives on a full scholarship, and is selected exclusively according to personal merit. Costs for the first generation of students has now been secured and funds for the second generation of students are now being gathered.

The initiative depends on 40 years of experience of the UWCs in working with students aged 16-19 and belonging to different nationalities, traditions and cultures, using the IB Diploma Programme as their curriculum. The IB is considered an international benchmark for high academic standards and a proven focal point of reference for professional development of teachers and innovative educational practices. It has served as a basis for education reform in many countries, including Slovenia and Hungary.

The IB programme is already taught in the Second Gymnasium in Sarajevo, and as of September this year within Gymnasium Banja Luka. The UWC-IBO Initiative aims to stimulate the wider impact of this programme by encouraging the partnership of the three gymnazia, and through the programme of teacher development. The initiative has developed a series of workshops during 2006-2008, designed to expose teachers and schools to IB and modern teaching standards.

The international opening of the United World College in Mostar will take place in May 2007, followed by an international conference on the college's role in education reform. 

Student and teacher background at the United World College in Mostar

Most of the teachers are experienced instructors of the IB program and have arrived from the following countries: Great Britain, South Africa, Kenya, Finland, Canada, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Seventy students are coming from the following cities in Bosnia and Hercegovina: Tuzla, Banja Luka, Čapljina, Gornji Vakuf, Goražde, Nevesinje, Kakanj, Pale, Blagaj, Olovo, Dračevice, Jajce, Čitluk, Istočno Sarajevo, Gračanica, Tomislavgrad, Sarajevo, Zavidovići, Srebrenik, Domanovići, Podgorani, Zvornik, Zenica, and Mostar. Twenty five students come from the following countries: Germany, Holland, Belarus, Great Britain, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovenia, Serbia, Kosovo, Russia, Israel, Palestine, Iraq, Romania, Macedonia, Italy, Turkey and Finland. 

For more info, please contact: Mirna Jancic, Development Director of UWC-IBO Initiative, tel: +387 61 571 712, e-mail: mirna.uwc@gmail.com
